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> Initiate ‘PUBLIC TRANSPORT EVOLUTION IN CHRISTCHURCH’

> Loading ……………

> Load complete

_

> Press enter to continue

_

PUBLIC TRANSPORT EVOLUTION IN 
CHRISTCHURCH 

HAVE WE MISSED THE BUS?
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1850 1900 1950 2000

1850 – Today - Future

1850 1900 1950 2000



6/12/2016

3

1850 1900 1950 2000
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1850 1900 1950 2000
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But this was the temporary  
port until the tunnel to 
Lyttelton was completed in 
1867

1850 1900 1950 2000

1850 1900 1950 2000
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1850 1900 1950 2000

1850 1900 1950 2000
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Steam and horse tram era  1880-1905

1850 1900 1950 2000

Steam and horse tram era  1880-1905

1850 1900 1950 2000



6/12/2016

8

1850 1900 1950 2000
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1850 1900 1950 2000
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1850 1900 1950 2000

1850 1900 1950 2000
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Electric Tramway Era 1905-54

1850 1900 1950 2000

4Electric Tramway Era 1905-54

1850 1900 1950 2000
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First line to open – Square to Papanui 1850 1900 1950 2000

And to the railway station at Moorhouse Avenue1850 1900 1950 2000
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Via High Street 1850 1900 1950 2000

1850 1900 1950 2000
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Tram at the station 

1850 1900 1950 2000

Lines radiated out from the city centre 
1850 1900 1950 2000
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Focussed on Cathedral Square – tram stop and shunting yard!
1850 1900 1950 2000

1850 1900 1950 2000
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Colombo Street the main N-S  transport spine
1850 1900 1950 2000

1850 1900 1950 2000
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1850 1900 1950 2000

And High Street  was the route to Woolston and Sumner1850 1900 1950 2000
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1850 1900 1950 2000

Steam trams and trailers continued to be used in the early CTB era1850 1900 1950 2000



6/12/2016

19

1850 1900 1950 2000

1850 1900 1950 2000
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Reminiscent of 2011, rockfalls were not uncommon1850 1900 1950 2000

1850 1900 1950 2000
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“One Man” operation from 19271850 1900 1950 2000

With the modern  Brill cars to follow in the 1930s
1850 1900 1950 2000
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Cnr of Cashel and Colombo  Sts in the 1940s1850 1900 1950 2000

Trailers to Sumner in the early 50’s
1850 1900 1950 2000
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Christchurch was also a city of bicycles!1850 1900 1950 2000

Motor traffic growing – Colombo St north  (Armagh cnr)
1850 1900 1950 2000
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Worcester St  - Riccarton route via Oxford Tce

1850 1900 1950 2000

And the tram to New Brighton in High Street
1850 1900 1950 2000
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Colombo St – crossing the railway line  S. of Moorhouse Ave1850 1900 1950 2000

But the decision was made to switch to buses - lost opportunity ?1850 1900 1950 2000



6/12/2016

26

Buses had been an option from the 1930s  - home built by CTB1850 1900 1950 2000

AEC  “Q”1850 1900 1950 2000
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AEC Regal1850 1900 1950 2000

1850 1900 1950 2000
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We experimented with Trolley buses from the early 1930s1850 1900 1950 2000

But only 2 routes and 11 buses
1850 1900 1950 2000
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1850 1900 1950 2000

1850 1900 1950 2000
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And the longest route was to North Beach
1850 1900 1950 2000

The new buses  (AEC) were imported from 

the UK

The new buses  (AEC) were imported complete  from the UK1850 1900 1950 2000
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1850 1900 1950 2000

1850 1900 1950 2000
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The tram tracks deteriorated1850 1900 1950 2000

New Brighton – 1952 1850 1900 1950 2000
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Out with the old1850 1900 1950 2000

In with the new!

In with the new!
1850 1900 1950 2000
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And the last line  - Papanui – Cashmere  (Barrington St)1850 1900 1950 2000

11th September 1954 - our own “9/11” !1850 1900 1950 2000
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The tracks and wires went – but not much else1850 1900 1950 2000

1850 1900 1950 2000
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1850 1900 1950 2000

1850 1900 1950 2000
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1850 1900 1950 2000

1850 1900 1950 2000
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1850 1900 1950 2000

1850 1900 1950 2000
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1850 1900 1950 2000

1850 1900 1950 2000
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1850 1900 1950 2000

1850 1900 1950 2000
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Meanwhile back to the buses…

The writing was on the wall for Cathedral Square 
as the great outdoor bus stop.

Desire to make the Square more of a great 
pedestrian space.

1850 1900 1950 2000

1850 1900 1950 2000
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1850 1900 1950 2000

Battery hybrid central city shuttle – 1998?1850 1900 1950 2000
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1850 1900 1950 2000

1850 1900 1950 2000
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Orbital service introduced
1850 1900 1950 2000

Fast forward to the 1990s…

1850 1900 1950 2000
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1850 1900 1950 2000
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1850 1900 1950 2000

1850 1900 1950 2000
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1850 1900 1950 2000
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1850 1900 1950 2000
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1850 1900 1950 2000

1850 1900 1950 2000



6/12/2016

50

S

1850 1900 1950 2000

1850 1900 1950 2000
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1850 1900 1950 2000
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1850 1900 1950 2000
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Bur n
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1850 1900 1950 2000
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• Meanwhile  - tram resurgence was beginning  
in other parts of the world

• And in Christchurch as part of the re-imaging 
of Worcester St into Worcester “Boulevard”, a 
tourist transport facility to attract custom and 
link various attractions 

• 1995  - trams return to ChCh  -but mainly for 
tourists

1850 1900 1950 2000
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1850 1900 1950 2000

1850 1900 1950 2000
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1850 1900 1950 2000
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Central City 

lockdown

1850 1900 1950 2000

1850 1900 1950 2000
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1850 1900 1950 2000
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Network Plans

CCP

Plan Change 1 

Pre Earthquake (EQ)

Owned by UDS
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185

16,000
80%

124 Km

300 Km

55% 20%
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5 to 15 years
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Source : CDC Christchurch Economic Development Strategy 2013

Source : CDC Christchurch Economic Development Strategy 2013

CDC expect growth in five key areas 

Alignment with mobility ?
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Plan Change 1 activatedX



6/12/2016

71



6/12/2016

72



6/12/2016

73



6/12/2016

74

.......An opportunity

The future city can be about...........people
1850 1900 1950 2000
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Transportation

People and transportation = fun ?

1850 1900 1950 2000
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Play....

Play is for everyone....!



6/12/2016

77

The future city can be about...........accessibility
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Bus Interchange
Key Partners & Stakeholder Consultation
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Community planning, identity

Political Landscape / Partnerships / PPPs

Economic Feasibility / Financial Models

Built Form / Physical Constraints

Public realm, landscaping and space

Engineering Assessments

Transport Infrastructure & Operations

Utilities and services infrastructure, comms

Operational Planning / Legal Assessments

Land Use Planning / Zoning

Geotechnical engineering



6/12/2016

80

Facility for vehicles ? 

A place for people ! 
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“It will never work. 

Seriously. 

Christchurch bus 

drivers, do not  

reverse buses. 

EVER.”
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Site Plan

Site Plan – Pedestrian flow
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Site Plan - Buses

Site Plan – Buses reversing
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Site Plan – Buses manoeuvering
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G-Force and Level of Service
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Questions
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Future

Mobility as a Service

Automated vehicles

Jet cars Self driving buses

On demand buses

UBER
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?

1. Land use and transport together

2. High mobility corridor protection

3. Retro enabled infrastructure to leverage disruption
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?

Vision

Champion  

And to conclude….

Where to the central city tram?



6/12/2016

96



6/12/2016

97

The end 


